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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 15th November 2011 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  
  Colin Saunderson (CS) : Chair, St. Ives TC & Fenstanton PC 

David McCandless (DM) : St. Ives Community Speedwatch 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC & Pidley PC 
Roy Fountain  (RF) : Needingworth PC 
Kate Williams    (KW) : Hemingford PC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 
Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 
Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
Graham Bull  (GB) : Huntingdonshire DC 
Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

   
1 Apologies  
 
Apologies had been received from the following; Jean Chandler, Margaret Shardlow and Julie Seamark 
 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  20’th September 2011 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on September 20th were approved. 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
Geographical Scope of the RSC: 
Mike Newman had informed OM that the list of Parish Councils who are eligible to send representatives 
to the RSC meetings was correct with the exception of Alconbury who have never been members. It was 
confirmed that OldHurst PC are members. 



Speed Limit Stickers Donation: 
It had been reported at the last meeting that a local company had donated the Speed Limit stickers to the 
RSC for distribution to PCs. As the stickers cost £250 this was a generous donation and the company in 
question is McSoft(UK) of St. Ives. 
 
4 Correspondence 
 
Donation  from PCs: 
 
OM  reported that he had received donations for £25 from both Earith PC and Holywell-cum-
Needingworth PC. He would write to thank both Parish Councils. 
 
Letter from St. Ives TC – Alison Melnyczuk 
 
‘Dear Owen, 
 I have been asked to contact you to thank the Committee for the information you provided on the CCC’s 
new approach to setting speed limits.   
 At the present time the Town Council is not proposing to introduce or suggest any areas within the town 
for speed reduction measures of any kind.  However should this change in the future they would 
appreciate your help and support in bring the projects to fruition’. 
 
Cats Eyes: Email from Ian Winfield – Highways 
 
‘The A1123 between Hartford roundabout from where the  recent resurfacing finished and the junction 
with  Sawtry way has been included for consideration for a bid for resurfacing .  If this bid is successful 
then as part of the resurfacing works all cats eyes and lines will be renewed. in the meantime we  will 
monitor the condition of the existing cats eyes and if needed have some of the rubbers replaced  until this 
bid is successful’ . 
 
LC had also complained separately about the condition of the Cats Eyes on some roads. 
 
Speed Camera A1123: Richard Preston – Highways 07/10/11 
 
Owen, apologises for the time taken to respond.  We are moving ahead with the reinstatement of the 
camera site.  Staff resources are very stretched at present and we do not have a fixed timetable yet to 
resume camera operations.  
  
Speed Camera A1123: Andre Chabot via Margaret Lumb – 10/11/11 
 
Dear Mrs. Lumb, 
Further to your query regarding the speed camera on the A1123, which has been passed to me by 
Richard Preston An order has been placed with our camera supplier, and we hope to have the camera 
reinstated by the Middle of December. 
We are intending to replace the damaged apparatus with a new type of pole which is reported to be more 
resilient to fire damage, but for which our supplier is experiencing long delivery times. 
Please feel free to contact me should you require further information. 
 
RF asked if the camera to be reinstated was of the older or newer technology? 
 
BB said he believed it is the old technology. 
 
Action:  OM to clarify the matter with Andre Chabot. 
 
 



5 Neighbourhood Forum Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum   
 
Richard Preston did not attend the last meeting on October 5th as expected. DM added that no 
representative had turned up to answer questions regarding the stickers. There was a lot of waffle. LC said 
that no-one ever came from Highways either.  
 
CS said that all PCs had the opportunity to comment. He thought it was better than before but it still had a 
long way to go. For the next St. Ives Forum agenda item he wanted to bring up Marley Road in St. Ives. 
A lady had her hedge ploughed up by car doing 80mph at 1.30am. The driver got away. 3 weeks later at 
11.30pm a car coming other way from St. Ives hit the lamppost outside the house. CS had visited and they 
stood there the following night with a radar gun and she saw there was hardly anyone speeding. At the 
same time further up before the Rainbow there are three roads joining.  Petition has been presented to the 
joint traffic committee. The problem is these are blind junctions. This is an ideal opportunity to get the 
CCC there and the police to look at the problem to consider some solutions. (Mirrors, rumble strips etc).  
 
Action: OM to get this on the St. Ives Forum agenda for January 12th 2012. 
 
It was also suggested that the RSC should put pressure on Steve Criswell to get someone from Highways 
to the next Forum. The maintenance of the flashing lights could also be mentioned. 
 
Ramsey Forum  
 
MN did attend the last one.  He reported that DM had also attended and did a good presentation for which 
he got an ovation.  A questionnaire is going round regarding the effectiveness of the Forums. 
 
GB said that there is genuine disquiet as many people believed that they don’t really achieve anything. 
RF concurred and said they are a complete waste of time and money. 
 
MN said that speeding is the only real issue at the Ramsey Forum. 
DM agreed that the priority for the police is speeding in Ramsey but that is not at the St. Ives Forum. 
CS said that speeding on the A1123 had come up in St. Ives. 
 
Next Ramsey Forum is on January 30th, 2012 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6 
Issue Two ongoing problems with George Corner & pedestrian crossings where there are speed 

and visibility issues. Current efforts to slow traffic are focused on a new roundabout 
between Earith and Bluntisham as part of the Minnaars development. PB reported that the 
County Coucil had agreed to a roundabout on the A1123. Contractors will build the 
roundabout and the relief road. The problems at George corner will be eliminated. There is 
a proposal to make Colne Road one-way as well. 

Update Impact on George Corner if Latta’s Farm application approved. This could mean an extra 
100 HGV movements per day at George Corner.

Comment There was a meeting on Thursday at which the application was rejected.  It goes before 
planning in the District on December 8th.  
CS asked if anyone was going along from Earith PC? 



Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 
Issue The Hill Rise development has alleviated most of the original problems but there is still 

concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 
waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at 
once. 

Update CS was trying to arrange meetings with Safer Routes to Schools reps. 
Comment Neither OM nor CS were able to get hold of the Safer Routes to School lady. Everyone is trying to 

get in on the act. CS will have another go at contacting them. Traffic going up the Hill has to wait 
for traffic coming out of High Leys. The children  can only get half-way across.  There is no proper 
crossing for Hill Rise. 

 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 2: Speeding in Pidley. 
MN said he had been amazed by the volume of traffic through the village. (See Speedwatch results in 
Appendix). They are still hopeful of getting some traffic calming installed.  He had also attended a 
meeting with ACRE. Pidley is a guinea pig for a project with ACRE.  There will be interviews with 
residents.  
 
Item 4: B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction. 
Another accident reported here. The speed camera had been knocked over about 3 weeks ago.  
Action:  OM to ask what the repair schedule is for this camera.  
 
Item 6: Low Road Speeding. 
Jones boatyard do have planning permission which will start next year but they will need to improve the 
junction. Leave this on the list until next year.  
 
Item 9: St. Audrey Lane Speed Limit Signs 
Although the RSC have got nowhere with their requests for more speed limit repeater signs there is now 
an indirect option. DM informed the RSC that residents will put speeding stickers on their bins. 
 
Item 14: Lloyds Bank/Station Road – Parking Problems 
CS has asked for this to be on the agenda for the Forum. He has looked at the instructions for blue badge 
holders and doesn’t think there is much we can do. 
 
8 SpeedWatch Update 
 
After a slow start to the year because of Police Admin Support problems, it's back to 85% of last year's 
mounted sessions thanks to the Camera Unit taking on the centralised processing of letters pending the 
launch of their new database in December when all speeding reports from across Cambridgeshire will be 
processed alongside the camera activation.  Consequently, letters are currently being processed quickly 
and are no more than 2 weeks behind.   
 
Speedwatch reports will be entered into a separate speeding database module linked to the PNC. This 
module is for Cambridge Camera Activations and Speedwatch incidents only and the insurance and MOT 
details will be checked for the serious and persistent speeders. Also, when the police go to deliver the letters 
they may also inspect vehicles for defects. 
 
Unfortunately Speedwatch reports for the last 3 years will not be entered into the database for technical 
reasons so there is a de facto amnesty for past offenders.   



 
The impact of the Wheelie Bin Safety Stickers is still being assessed and on 18 Nov residents in St 
Audrey Lane will be issued with them because the CC have refused them Repeater signs. Our MP 
Jonathan Djanogly will be presenting the stickers. Jonathan is a Speedwatch supporter and has attended a 
speedwatch session. Two new volunteers have joined in Mereside since the last meeting. 
 
DM talked about the speeding figures and compared 2010 and 2011. It was clear that speed reductions 
had taken place. The figures are shown at the end of these minutes. 
 
DM gave an update on the efforts to prosecute a driver in Hilton who was caught driving at 53 mph. In 
the event the CPS would not pursue the case. They said that speeding in its own right is not dangerous.  
He will speak to the Justice Secretary on the matter.  
GM commented that we should be careful with this because it could have an adverse impact.  
 
 CS enquired whether the police are pursuing the owners of leased vehicles. This issue should be brought 
up at the Speedwatch Co-ordinators meeting. 
 
 
9 Interactive Signs outside Schools 
 
DM reported that the Flashing 20 MPH VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign)  in Hillrise is working again but 
it's a miracle because no one has touched it and it suddenly burst into life again with denials from  the CC. 
Speedwatch has noticed quite a number of the '20 MPH When Lights are Flashing' sign's Amber flashing 
lights are not working thus depriving schools of that 10 MPH margin of safety because the 20 MPH limit 
does not apply unless the lights flash. 
 
Speedwatch thinks the schools should take a more proactive responsibility for road safety and have the 
'duty teacher' check these lights are flashing and report unserviceabilities immediately to the relevant 
Highways Dept.   
 
Could everyone check their VASs and Lights and report findings to DM so a consolidated report can be 
sent to Highways. There are known problems in Bluntisham and Hill Rise. 
 
BB added that Balfour Beatty are responsible for repairing these signs. If we get no remedy we should 
write and ask what is the repair schedule.  
 
CS added that it seems to be a widespread problem and we should bring it up at the Forums.  
 
10 RSC Advisory Role 
 
OM reported that OldHurst had already asked for some information from the RSC about the costs 
involved in setting new speed limits. This information had been provided. But it raised the general 
question of the scope of the role that the RSC. Should this be proactive or largely reactive? 
 
GB thought that from the point of view of a PC you need someone to give you advice and information. 
They will want things sanity checked.  We should be not too pro-active at this stage and be largely re-
active. The biggest drawback for PCs will be the cost. 
 
 
 



11 Reports from Members 
 
ML, Bluntisham:  ML had volunteered to be a Highway Warden and had been on an Induction course. 
They can look on a website to get progress information on highways issues. The B1050 south of Earith 
Bridge will be closed for 2 months to be completely rebuilt.  
 
JN, Earith: Parking on the pavement is a problem. The PC will put notices on the cars of persistent 
offenders.  
(CS added that the police guideline is that if the gap is not big enough to get a double buggy through it is 
causing an obstruction.)  
 
KW, Hemmingford: The PC would also be interested in some guidance in setting their speed  limits. 
 
GP, Colne: GP would like to thank Speedwatch for their work and for the wheelie bin stickers. Colne PC 
was shocked by the HDC statement. Also, can we do anything about moped drivers driving dangerously? 
She has been overtaken by L-plated drivers. Could Speedwatch look into this?  
Action: DM said he would mention this to the Willingham Speedwatch Coord at the Conference on 13 
December 11.  
 
LC, Houghton&Wyton:  When they re-surfaced the roundabout at Hartford the number of lanes on the 
approach had been reduced to one which was causing unnecessary congestion. 
Action: OM to write to ask them to rectify this. 
 
KA, Hilton (by email): 
KA wished to  report an event  in Hilton last wednesday when an 11 year old boy got off the late school 
bus from Swavesey at the Potton road bus stop and was hit by a car . Fortunately the driver had seen that 
it was a school bus and had slowed appropriately. The boy has a head bump , mostly bruises and is 
traumatised but it could have been so very much worse . Interestingly he was driving close to the spot the 
day before at the same time and had been very concerned at how dark the schoolchildren seemed. It is 
also the same area where an 11year old girl from the village was killed in 1985 ( different circumstances ) 
I am not sure yet if our new chairman of HAT will attend on Tuesday but thought I should email you on 
the matter. 
 
CS, St.Ives TC: Problems at the corner of Station Road/Market Street in St.Ives were brought up at the 
RSC meeting on March15th 2011. Action was deferred until the Guided Bus began operating. This is now 
being revisited. 
 
12 AOB 
 
BB enquired about the state of road signs and whether they ever get cleaned?  ML said that they do, but it 
is easier to clean them yourself. 
 
DM re-iterated that the conversation with Ricky Parsons is live so can the PCs let him know if they have 
any non-working flashing signs. DM will collate all the information.  BB suggested they should add 
Belisha Beacons. The ones in Earith can’t be seen. (DM said that each one has a unique ID number on it). 
 
OM brought up the subject of  Motorway speed limits and asked if the RSC wished to respond to the 
consultation. CS pointed out that  the de facto limit now is 79mph (70mph + 10% + 2mph).  
 
Action: We will write to the minister and perhaps the PCs could also write individually. 
 
13 Date of Next Meeting                  January 10th,  2012 



 



 


